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Waiting in line for a roller coaster ride at Disneyland is not where I 
typically like to do dental exams.  But, hey, when you’re standing in 
line for a long time with your 5-year old nephew who has a dead 
front tooth, what better time?  “Yup, Ian, the tooth still looks good 
and I’ve heard the tooth fairy brings extra money for ‘dark’ teeth.”  
His smile was either from the extra money comment or the fact that 
we were nearing the end of our wait in line.  Disneyland in 100o heat 
with my parents, four siblings and their spouses and nine nieces 
and nephews (all under the age of seven) was NOT my idea of a 
vacation – that’s what I call a commitment!

I would like to say a special “thank-you” to all my patients who have entrusted their children to me as their dentist.  
It has been fun to watch them grow and I have also enjoyed your family stories and various milestones.  While some 
of these stories helped me prepare for the two days of 24/7 non-stop children at Disneyland I still had to learn 
some things first hand:

• Children need to pee at the absolute worst times - “hold it” does not work for those under the age of five.
• Children have short legs and can only walk so fast - “hurry up” doesn’t work.
• The absolute sheer joy of seeing, in person, Micky Mouse, Minnie Mouse 

or any other cartoon character at that age is unmatched.
• Children learn very quickly how tall they need to be to get on rides – 

Emerson tried to tip-toe pass the attendant (of course, it wasn’t Aunt 
Faith who gave her that idea) .

• Too much junk food can and WILL lead to puke on pavement.
• And finally, at the end of the day – a “thank you Aunt Faith” kiss, or hug 

will melt your heart so fast you’ll quickly forget about any of the above.

To my patients who are parents with young 
children -  I now understand why you choose to 
spend a few “quiet moments” in our reception area 
verses accompanying your child back to the 
treatment rooms.  I hope to see you all at our 2nd 
Annual Candy Buy Back program on November 2!          
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